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Master Trooper Brian Smith, K-174, poses with a new Colt AR 15 Carbine rifle.
New AR 15s will replace the Patrol’s Mini 14 service rifles current being used by
troopers.
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Patrol Receives New Sidearms

Members of the Patrol
recently received new side-
arms thanks to a trade agree-
ment between Glock and
the Patrol. Officers received
new Glock Model 21 SF (Slim
Frame) .45 caliber pistols, re-
placing Model 21 pistols that
have served since 1998. The
trade was done without any
cost to the state; some-
thing that was very im-
portant given the state’s
budget situation.

Glock is a relative
newcomer to the firearms manufacturing market,
founded in 1963 in Deutsch-Wagram, a small town
near Vienna, Austria. Gaston Glock, the founder of
the company, initially produced plastic curtain rods.
In the 1970s, the company moved on to producing
plastic kitchen boxes, shovels, utility knives, and ma-
chine gun ammo belts.

In 1980, the Austrian Army released requirements
for a 9mm pistol to outfit its soldiers. Glock, an inven-
tive engineer with limited firearms experience, began
to develop a pistol using his experience with plastics
because it made sense to do so, not to make history.
However, his product, the Glock 17 made use of the
strength and versatility of nylon based polymer. The
pistol was named the Glock 17 not because it held 17
rounds in the magazine, but because it was Glock’s
17th patent. For the first time, major portions of a
pistol were fashioned out of polymer, which is a fancy
name for plastic.

The Glock 17

Article & Photos
By Mark Engholm
Master Trooper, K-383

after shot. Traditional semi-automatic
pistols had either been single action (re-
quiring the shooter to cock the weapon)

or double action, single action hybrids (where
the first pull of the trigger was long, then you cocked
the weapon, and additional shots were short, single
action pulls of the trigger).

The Austrian Army adopted the Glock 17 as its
standard service pistol in 1982, followed by the Nor-
wegian Army in 1984. Glock began to market its pis-
tols to the civilian market, with the Glock 17 gain-
ing widespread notoriety in the mid-1980s. With the
success of the original pistol, Glock began to develop
other pistol models in different calibers, including the
Glock 21 pistol in .45 ACP caliber in 1990. Today
Glock supplies more than 80 percent of the law en-
forcement sidearms in the United States.

When the Kansas Highway Patrol began research-
ing pistols to replace the Sig Sauer P-220 .45 caliber
pistols in the late 1990s, the Glock 21 pistol was se-
lected due to its simple design, durability, and ease of
training. The Glock 21s, issued in 1998 across the Pa-
trol, have served the agency well, though there were
some complaints about the size of the pistol grip due
to the double stacked magazine carrying 13 rounds of
.45 caliber ammunition.

Glock released the “Slim Frame” Model 21 SF pistol
in response to complaints about the size of the grip. The
new grip is similar to that of a .40 caliber Glock 22 pis-
tol, otherwise the weapon is

was notable not only
for the use of poly-
mer in its frame, but
also because it had a
completely  different
operating and trigger
system than tradition-
al pistols. The Glock
“safe action” trigger
system incorporated a
design that allowed the
same trigger pull, shot

nearly identical to the pistol
officers have been carrying
for the past 11 years.

With the Patrol’s 75"
Anniversary approaching
in three years, the agency
badge and anniversary dates
were engraved prominently
on the side of the pistols.
Troopers began the transi-
tion to the new weapons in
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